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Introduction: Taking Memorial Stones Message a Step Further
Earlier this year, Pastor Glenn gave a message titled, “Stones 2021.” In that message he walked through
the story of Joshua 4 where God commanded the Israelites to erect a memorial to remember what God
did for them--delivering them from Egypt and the wilderness through the Jordan River into the land of
promise.

By the end of the message today, you will have another object to add to your memorial stones collection
to remind you of God’s faithfulness in the midst of challenging circumstances.

The Need for Unity in Context of The Return of Jesus
In the current climate of our nation and the culture we live in, we see the fruits of dischord manifesting
from seeds of division that have been sown.

● Political landscape grows increasingly hostile
● Church splinters into more denominations
● Families fray due to unhealed heart wounds

Seeing the fullness of the gospel of Christ crucified, we learn the love of God for his people: Israel. From
the garden, to the covenants made with Abraham, Moses and David, through the crucifixion of Christ and
the giving of the Holy Spirit, God’s heart pursues Israel. With this picture, we see God’s love for us as
well, knowing we are gentiles grafted in.

As we hope for the return of Jesus in his second coming to establish his kingdom on the throne of David
in Jerusalem, we have but one ministry. We carry the ministry of reconciliation.

Ephesians 1:10
“And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring everything together under the authority of
Christ—everything in heaven and on earth.”

2 Corinthians 5: 17-21
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.”

As the church, we are called to prepare ourselves as the bride of Christ, knowing this will stir the hearts of
Israel to jealousy and repentance to see the messiah. We prepare ourselves by living out this ministry of
reconciliation--both to God himself through Jesus Christ and to others. As a result, unity exists.
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What Is Unity?
Psalm 133
“How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! It is like precious oil poured on
the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, down upon the collar of
his robes. It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows
his blessing, even life forevermore.”

Unity exists when we choose oneness with someone while still allowing them to be fully themselves and
fully free in the relationship. From Peter Scazerro’s book, “Emotionally Healthy Spirituality,” he explains
the power of an “I-Thou” relationship where

“...in such a relationship we recognize that we are made in the image of God and so is every
other person on the earth. This makes them a “Thou” to me. Because of that reality, every person
deserves respect--that is, I treat them with dignity and worth. I do not dehumanize or objectify
them. I affirm them as having a unique and separate existence apart from me. Though you are
different from me--a “You” or “Thou”--I still respect, love and value you… True relationships can
only exist between two people willing to connect across their differences. God fills that in-between
space of an I-Thou relationship.. When genuine love is released in a relationship, God’s presence
is manifest. The separate space between us becomes sacred space.” (p. 172-175)

So we see that unity or oneness is created when we respect, love and value every person’s uniqueness
while also refraining from trying to make everyone else like ourselves in how we think, feel and act, fit into
our idea of what is “right” and our own way.

Galatians 3:26-28
“For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  And all who have been united with
Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes. There is no longer Jew or
Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

Unity allows for the diversity in God’s creation through his bride to exist under the Lordship of Jesus
Christ. In a recent dialogue with a mentor of mine, Cheryl Davis, she said,
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“We all want to be special and different. We want to stand out, have our own personality and
expression, our own calling and value. At the same time, we also crave to have things in common
with others and with God. We love it when someone “gets us” or “knows us.” There is a longing to
be truly known in our differences. We can shed more light on this by using the word, “likeness.”
We are ALL made in God’s likeness and image. We all have a certain likeness to one another. So
we are both unique and alike.

Once you have this kind of bonded-ness with God and with one another, an unbreakable
assurance of oneness, then the differences and varied expressions can flourish. The differences
will always challenge the bond. If our choice is to separate because we don’t like the differences
we face, that is division. If we are divided, the bride of Christ does not have a healthy way of
expression. We are “stifled,’ as it were. In union, the church and our families are powerful and
beautiful, multi-faceted and expansive. We can be fully who we are, and how we are. In oneness,
we can have a full expression because we do it in such a way so as to love one another as
ourselves. Growing in a heart of oneness is to be pursued.”

When we pursue oneness, we prepare ourselves as the bride of Christ, because we are living out Jesus’
ministry of reconciliation. This is a sign of our spiritual growth and maturity. We see in Pauls’ letter to the
church in Corinth, wrestling to grow into mature believers,

1 Corinthians 1:10
“I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in
harmony with each other. Let there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united
in thought and purpose.”

Creating Unity: Starting With Our Families and The Church
Jeremiah 1:10
“See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and
overthrow, to build and to plant.”

When building something new, first the old structure has to be torn down first to make room to build a new
one in its place. Creating unity begins with (1) forgiveness to tear down and heal the brokenness in our
hearts in the messiness of relationships. Then, our hearts are made ready to receive (and give) the honor
and value that a blessing and tribute bring, which is the building.

Forgiveness
In Michael Hardin’s book, the “Jesus Driven Way”, he outlines a common scenario in society of the
scapegoat: one who receives the tension that sin and division create when the inner workings and
motives of the human heart are not healed.

Reflect on Jesus in the face of the societal tension during his three year ministry. Through his sacrifice, he
broke the cycle of: (1) tension rising, (2) choose a scapegoat, (3) eliminate the scapegoat for (4) peace
and unity to return to the land.
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He became the scapegoat, although fully innocent. He allowed his physical body to be bruised. He was
innovative as he allowed himself to become the display of the depravity of the human heart and it’s
condition without God. And in this very place where the religious leaders and the roman officials could see
that his blood was on his hands and he was innocent, he introduced forgiveness. Jesus extends
forgiveness to us, knowing us not by our sins but by his blood.

Forgiveness causes us to look inward at our hearts and Jesus made a way for us to be reconciled, for our
hearts to be healed and whole, to be free. In him, we can extend and model forgiveness to others,
addressing the conditions of our hearts instead of blaming, controlling or hurting others we are in
relationship with. In this, we can be reconciled also to one another.

The Blessing and The Tribute
Once we’ve extended forgiveness and have been reconciled to God and to one another, we have a clean
and restored heart to respect, love and value others well.

As we build unity, I’d like to share two practical ways we can build this in our families and in our church:
the blessing and the tribute. (And these become memorial stones to remind us of God’s working in our
relationships).

[Laurena’s testimony learning about the blessing and the tribute as a young girl.] Through this experience,
I was marked with God’s heart for celebrating, valuing and honoring people. I saw how a blessing and a
tribute could unlock the human heart.

Personally, I have such a passion for what I like to call cross-generational pollination. I desire to see
mothers and fathers interacting and cultivating deep relationships with sons and daughters, and visa
versa.

Malachi 4:6
“He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their
parents…”

God made a covenant with Abram (later Abraham) and blessed him,

Genesis 12:1-3
“The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to
the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your
name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you
I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.’”

The blessing is spiritual in nature. This blessing affirmed God’s commitment to and relationship with
Abraham. And it was this blessing that was passed down from generation to generation to the coming of
the messiah. In Gary Smalley and John Trent’s book, “The Blessing”, they write,

“...now every family and each family member can experience a blessing through God’s son. This
blessing can then be passed onto others by introducing them to Christ.” (p. 25)
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The blessing is incredibly personal as well. When Isaac blessed Jacob, Esau groaned in his heart, as he
longed to hear those deeply personal words from his father eluded to him. Today, the blessing

“...communicate(s) acceptance and affirmation and still appl(ies) to men and women today.” (p.
26)

Conclusion: What are we building?
Where forgiveness breaks the cycle of the scapegoat to reveal the depravity of the human heart without
God and the need for healing, the cycle of the blessing given [spiritual or natural] parents and honor or
tributes given in return by the [spiritual or natural] sons creates unity across generations. This is living out
Jesus’ ministry of reconciliation in our families and in our church.

“Around the time of Christ’s birth, Rabbi Jesus ben Sirach wrote, ‘The blessing of the father builds
houses; the blessing of the mother fills them with good things.’” (p. 35)

Application: Basic Elements of The Blessing and The Tribute
Creating a blessing to give someone as a [spiritual or natural] mother or father or creating a tribute as a
[spiritual or natural] son or daughter, we fashion a memorial stone to cherish the recipient and establish
oneness. I’ve received a blessing from my parents and I’ve given blessings and tributes to family
members, friends and even co-workers. Life’s milestones like birthdays, graduations, anniversaires or
weddings are great excuses to give blessings--but you don’t have to wait for these!

The Blessing: Fathers and Mothers Give to Sons and Daughters
From “The Blessing” by Gary Smalley and John Trent,

“A definition of the family blessing that contains its five major elements reads: A family blessing
begins with meaningful touching. It continues with a spoken message of high value, a
message that pictures a special future for the individual being blessed, and one that is based on
active commitment to see the blessing come to pass.” (p. 27)

1. Meaningful touch. Kissing, hugging or the laying on of hands were all part of bestowing the
blessing in the Old Testament. The act of touch is key to communicating warmth, personal
acceptance, affirmation--even physical health.

2. A spoken message. A blessing comes only so when it is spoken. When God blessed us with the
gift of His Son, it was His Word that became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14). God has
always been a God of the spoken word. Words are necessary to provide genuine acceptance.

3. Attaching high value. “To bless” means “to bow the knee.” A blessing should use words that
carry with them the recognition that this person is valuable and has redeeming qualities.
Recognition is based on who they are, not simply on their performance. Word pictures are a
powerful way of communicating acceptance.

4. Picturing a special future. We can encourage and help them set meaningful goals. We can also
convey to them that the gifts and character traits they have right now are attributes that God can
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bless and use in the future. We can give [spiritual or natural] children a sense of security in the
present and grow in confidence to serve God and others in the future.

5. An active commitment. There is a sense of responsibility that comes when releasing a blessing.
Words alone cannot communicate blessing; they need to be backed up with a commitment to do
everything possible to help the one blessed be successful. We have to become students of those
we want to bless in order to learn how we can genuinely bless them.

The Tribute: Sons and Daughters give to Fathers and Mothers
A great resource is “The Tribute” by Dennis Rainey. To prepare a tribute to honor your [spiritual or natural]
parents,

1. Prepare your heart. Are you willing to look at your parents through the eyes of Christ? Are you
looking to God, and not your parents for approval?

2. Create a list of memories. Write down the good memories you have about your
childhood--events, happy occasions, interesting experiences with your family, things that your
parents taught you and more.

3. Write your tribute. Explain why you’re writing this tribute to express honor to them, share what
they did right and summarize your appreciation for your parents for the good they’ve done and
how they have influenced you.


